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Introduction 
The question of the Palestinian people’s human rights has been discussed in the UN since the 

1948 war between the state of Israel and Palestine, as this led to many people being displaced 

from their homes as well as the occupation of former Palestinian territory, which to this day 

still is an issue many of the Palestinians and other Arabs face today. The freedom of the 

people living in the occupied territories is undermined by the Israeli government although 

Israel claim that is necessary to protect the safety and freedom of the Israeli people. 

Resolutions have been made in the past by the UN, but as there is still no solution to the 

occupation and the many displaced people, many of the issues concerning the human rights 

remain unsolved.  

Definition of Key Terms 
Human Rights: According to the official definition by the UN the human rights are “rights 

inherent to all human beings, regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, 

or any other status. Human rights include the right to life and liberty, freedom from slavery 

and torture, freedom of opinion and expression, the right to work and education, and many 

more.  Everyone is entitled to these rights, without discrimination.” 1 They were declared by 

the UN in 1948 in the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

The West Bank and Gaza: The West Bank is the 

majority of territory of Palestine, claimed by the 

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan from 1949 to 19882, 

lying west of Jordan and thereby getting the name the 

West Bank. This area contains some of the historically 

important cities such as Nabulus, Bethlehem, Hebron 

and Jericho. The West bank borders East Jerusalem 

which is under Israeli rule after the state annexed many 

of the surrounding areas of Jerusalem in 1967. The West 

Bank is parted into three areas, respectively A, B and C. 

Area A is fully controlled by Palestinian rule, both 

 
1 “Human Rights.” United Nations, United Nations, https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/human-rights/. 
2 Britannica, T. E. (2019, January 30). West Bank. Retrieved July 17, 2019, from 

https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Bank 
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security and administratively. Area B is partly controlled by Israel, as the Israeli government 

controls the security of this area while it is administratively controlled by Palestine. The last 

area, C is fully controlled by Israel in the same way as Israeli territory is. Gaza is the 

remaining part of Palestinian land, located northeast of the Sinai Peninsula, bordering Israel 

and Mediterranean Sea. 1.8 million people live in the Gaza strip, Gaza being the largest 

Palestinian city. This area is controlled by Hamas since 2007, an Islamic resistance group to 

the Israeli occupation.3  

 

UNRWA: United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East. 

Established in 1949 after the Arab-Israeli war.  

 

The 1948 war: Following UN partition plan, which split the land into an Arab and Israeli 

state as well as the declaration of the independence of Israel, troops from neighbouring Arab 

countries invaded the territory of former Palestine. A four-week ceasefire was implied by the 

UN, though the war broke out later, resulting in Israel controlling 78% of the land, displacing 

more than 700,000 Palestinians from their homes.  

Background Information 
The independence of Israel 

The issue of the protection of the Palestinian people is a complex matter dating back to the 

formation of Israel in 1948. Since the Israel-Palestine territory – a religiously diverse area – 

has been claimed by both Palestinian people and the Israeli people, the UN has since 1949 

worked to support Palestinian refugees in order to secure the human rights of the people 

fleeing their homes.4 In this year the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 

Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) was established after the war in 1948, which resulted in 

approximately 700,000 displaced persons. At this time goal was to ensure the basic rights of 

the fleeing people such as security, food and shelter, but since the situation has not been 

solved the focus has been broadened to include the development of communities and 

standards of living. After the 1967 war Israel annexed most of the land around Jerusalem as 

well as most of the West Bank and Gaza, and in the process created many refugees by forcing 

the Palestinians to vacate their properties. This resulted in Israel governing Palestine and its 
 

3 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. “Hamas.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 
17 Jan. 2019, www.britannica.com/topic/Hamas. 
4 UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), The United Nations and Palestinian Refugees, January 2007, 
available at: https://www.refworld.org/docid/48da0e692.html [accessed 10 July 2019] 
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citizens, which left them without any inherent protection or insurance that they would be 

given their sense of independence and nationality back. This action is a violation of the 

universal declaration of human rights article 15 “(1) Everyone has the right to a nationality. 

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his nationality nor denied the right to change his 

nationality.”  This issue is still relevant today as Palestinians born outside of Jerusalem are 

stateless denied their right to a nationality.  

 

Formation of PLO 

Following these events, Israel returned some of the land they had seized from Egypt in 1978, 

when both parties signed the Camp David Accord to act as a peace treaty. Although this was 

seen as a controversy and led to the assassination of the Egyptian President, other Arab states 

eventually became peaceful with Israel. This was around the time that the Palestinian 

Liberation Organisation (PLO) was established and incorporated action into the fight to 

represent Palestine. The PLO has been described as “the embodiment of the Palestinian 

national movement,” that has “dealt with numerous tasks with regard to the life of the 

Palestinian people in their main communities and throughout the world through the 

establishment of several institutions in such realms as health, education and social services.”5 

The PLO has worked to negotiate peace with Israel, particularly during the 1970s up until 

mid 1990s when Yasser Arafat was the leader of the organization. He was also the front 

person of the Palestinian side in the peace negotiations in 1990s, called the Oslo Accords. 

Today, the PLO represents the Palestinians in the UN with chairman Mahmoud Abbas who 

also serves as the president of Palestinian Authority (PA). The goal is now to obtain 

international recognition of Palestine statehood. 

 

Settlements 

In the early 1990s, it was evident that the conflict needed to be eradicated, or at least 

diminished, so both sides signed the Oslo Accords, that allowed Palestine the freedom to 

govern themselves to a certain extent, but as an uprising, also referred to as an Intifada (the 

second of its kind), came about, Israel began building walls and checkpoints to secure their 

side of the territory. Though the numerous attempts of solving the conflict, no treaty has yet 

ended it and the violations of the human rights are continued, as Israel started to inaugurate 

settlements in the West Bank Area C and Jerusalem. Israelis move to the West Bank due to 
 

5 “Palestine Liberation Organization.” PalestineUN, State of Palestine Mission to the United Nations, 
palestineun.org/about-palestine/palestine-liberation-organization/. 
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lower prices for housing, often newly constructed areas with Israeli-funded schools and high 

security. Israel has constructed roads between the settlements and the Israeli mainland, 

connecting all Israeli area. Furthermore, several instances of Palestinian homes being 

demolished by Israeli forces in East Jerusalem have been documented, forcing Palestinian 

families to flee.6 The reason behind the demolitions is the lack of building permits by Israel. 

The permits are almost never given to Palestinian residents, and this leads many to begin 

constructions without any permit. This act is in violation with article 12 “No one shall be 

subjected to arbitrary interference with his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to 

attacks upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the protection of the law 

against such interference or attacks.” This leads to the issue of protection Palestinians’ rights 

in the Israeli judicial system which has also become a difficulty since there are many 

instances where Palestinians experience discrimination. According to Haaretz 93% of the 

building permits passed by Israel in East Jerusalem go to Jewish neighborhoods, leaving only 

7% for the Arab neighborhoods.7 

 

As of now, the conflict is being managed, but not solved, and a permanent solution is 

necessary. Gaza is still regularly at war with Israel, and the 1.8 million people residing there, 

governed by Hamas, experience daily violations of human rights; they are subject to three 

hours of electricity a day, and cannot leave Gaza at any point. The power cut and closed 

borders are some of the sanctions Israel put on Gaza after Hamas gained control in 2007. 

Palestinians born outside of Jerusalem do not have a viable passport, and therefore are not 

allowed to leave at all by any legal means. These violations have become normality in the 

West Bank and in Gaza, and the complexity of the conflict and the two sides makes it very 

difficult to solve.  

Main Parties Involved 
Israel 

Israel is the state currently occupying the territory this issue concerns, so they are responsible 

by law for the people living on the land which they are occupying. Israel is influenced by 

nationalistic political characters determined to make Israel a Jewish state, and Israel is 
 

6 Jerusalem, Associated Press in. “Israeli Crews Demolish Palestinian Homes in East Jerusalem.” The Guardian, 
Guardian News and Media, 22 July 2019, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/22/israeli-crews-
demolish-palestinian-homes-in-east-jerusalem. 
7 Hasson, Nir, et al. “Only 7% of Jerusalem Building Permits Go to Palestinian Neighborhoods.” Haaretz.com, 
10 Apr. 2018, https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-only-7-of-jlem-building-permits-go-to-
palestinian-neighborhoods-1.5432437. 
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actively encouraging settlements in the West Bank. The violations of human rights are not 

admitted by the Israeli government, and it is seen as necessary to protect the security of 

Israel. Further, Israel considers the Hamas a terrorist threat.  

 

PLO 

The Palestinian Liberation Organization is the national governing body of the Palestinian 

people while the prime minister is from the Palestinian National Authority, PA, run by the 

PLO. It was founded in 1964 when negotiating peace in Cairo, Egypt with the newly 

established state of Israel. Later, led by Yasser Arafat, a well-recognized leader of the 

Palestinian people during the peace negotiations known as the Oslo Accords, the PLO 

ensured the withdrawal of Israeli occupation in many Palestinian cities and recognition of the 

PLO by Israel. Today PLO is a non-member observer state in the UN which it has been since 

2012 after not gaining full member state status. The PLO is still working to better the 

conditions and legal rights for the people in the occupied areas, while also discussing the 

issue of the Jewish settlements in the West Bank. A two-state solution is supported by the 

PLO and has been for many years. 

 

Egypt  

Egypt has worked as a neutral neighbour for peace negotiations between Israel and Palestine 

despite their participation in the 1948 war. Egypt has been suspected for many years to 

partially support Palestine over Israel, due to close relations between the Gaza Strip and 

Egypt, though over the last few years, economic relations between Egypt and Israel has 

grown stronger. Egypt sees both financial and security advantages by cooperating more with 

Israel, however these benefits might weaken their relations with Palestine.  

 

United States 

The United States officially supports a Jewish state, and many presidents have recognized 

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, and in 2017 Donald Trump announced that he was planning 

a relocation of the embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The relations between the US and 

Israel have grown stronger after the Trump administration took office which has a more pro-

Israel foreign policy and after economic gains on both sides increase as export between the 

two is growing. While Trump’s US foreign policy has become more friendly towards Israel it 
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has become less giving as the US is cutting all humanitarian aid to the West bank and Gaza8, 

which can ultimately harm the many refugee camps in the area for the Palestinians who have 

fled as well as other places dependent on this aid such as hospitals, schools and 

kindergartens. 

Previous Attempts to Solve the Issue 
This issue is annually discussed in the fourth committee of the UN and many resolutions have 

been discussed and drafted in GA4 and other committees like the Security Council earlier. In 

the very beginning the UN worked for the partition plan, the goal being a two-state solution, 

however the way the situation escalated, the issue has developed into a more complex 

problem. The resolution adopted on December 10, 2009 sixty fourth session9 concerned the 

human rights of the Palestinian people of the occupied areas. This resolution asks Israel to 

stop all acts negatively affecting the rights of these people as well as cease all the illegal 

settlements. The resolution also expresses concern about the fact that a rock thrown towards 

an Israeli civilian can result in severe injury or even death of the perpetrator, because it is a 

relatively small action of violence having such great consequences. It can be seen as a 

violation of article 7 in the UN Declaration of Human Rights concerning equal protection 

under law. As these issues are all still a reality for the Palestinians and other Arabs in the area 

other measures might need to be taken into consideration. The goal is to negotiate a 

resolution which will be broadly recognized as cooperation is what is needed. 

Possible Solutions 
Humanitarian aid  

The violations of the rights of the Palestinians have been discovered by many NGOs such as 

Amnesty international and Human Rights Watch. All the organisations express concern about 

the situation the affected peoples are in, and for the affected peoples in the occupied areas 

and the ones who are displaced on a more local level, the access to education, medical help 

and housing is crucial, but it is mostly funded by foreign aid and through humanitarian 

organisations. As there are also economic issues relating to the occupation, the foreign aid is 

important to ensure that the educational institutions are working. A suggestion might be that 

schools and kindergartens should receive greater funding, in order to educate the youth not 

 
8 Knell, Yolande. “US Stops All Aid to Palestinians in West Bank and Gaza.” BBC News, BBC, 1 Feb. 2019, 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-47095082. 
9 “Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
Including East Jerusalem.” A/RES/64/94 - E - A/RES/64/94, https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/64/94. 
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just academically but also on a more personal level, teaching everyone their rights and 

possibilities.  

 

Humanitarian intervention 

As many of these violations happens in the occupied areas against the Arab population or 

Palestinian residents in Israel, the Israeli state fails to protect its own people from such 

injustice. As numerous resolutions have urged Israel to stop the violations and not much 

progress has yet been seen, this issue calls for the international community to intervene to 

help the peoples involved. As this can only be initiated by the UN Security Council, this 

committee can urge the Security Council to send peacekeepers to the affected area. However, 

the issue of sovereignty is important, and therefore intervention should be discussed 

thoroughly beforehand as it is very controversial.  

 

Ending the occupation  

Israel ending the occupation and blockade of the Palestinian territory could be the first step 

towards peace and improvement for the rights of the people. Ending the occupation could 

open up new peace negotiations between the two parties and eventually help solve the issue. 

The end of the occupation would mean the end of Israeli military force on Palestinian 

territory which is one of the key issues in the protection of the people’s rights, but Israel is 

unlikely to accept such a suggestion.  

 

Two state solution  

A two-state solution has been discussed for many years; however it has gotten significantly 

more difficult to apply one due to the increasing number for Israeli settlements in the West 

bank. The West Bank and Gaza strip were originally supposed to be Palestinian land 

according to the UN partition plan, but it is no longer possible to part the land into anything 

which looks similar to the earlier plan. The settlements would have to be removed in order 

for the land to be fairly distributed between the two parties, but it would disrupt the life of the 

people living in the settlements. The goal remains a two-state solution but the circumstances 

have made it more difficult as one of the issues is that the settlements are connected by roads 

surrounding Palestinian cities, which is already a concern today as checkpoints need to be 

passed each time one leaves the roads.  
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