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and eradication of global inequality 
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The aim of this research report is to help delegates write their position paper 
which must be handed in November 11th at the latest. 



  MUNTI 2019 

2 
 

Contents 
Introduction ........................................................................................................................................... 3 
Background ........................................................................................................................................... 5 
Main parties involved ............................................................................................................................ 9 
Previous attempts to solve the issue ...................................................................................................... 9 
Possible solutions ................................................................................................................................ 10 
Recommended resources ..................................................................................................................... 11 
Bibliography ........................................................................................................................................ 11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  MUNTI 2019 

3 
 

Introduction 

Education serves as a breeding ground for the development of the individual and the country, 
but unfortunately, many obstacles such as poverty, social class, gender, and government laws 
can prevent educational access. Updated data reveals that 263 million – one in five – 
children, adolescents, and youth, worldwide are out of school. This statistic has barely 
changed over the years, according to a new United Nations cultural agency report. These 
children do not benefit from what is vital for their intellectual and social development. 
Creating a universal primary education is a major issue, and many emerging countries do not 
have suitable financial resources necessary to create schools and fund trainers and teachers. 

The global number of out-of-school children, adolescents and youth have decreased by 

approximately 114.5 million from 2000 to 20161 (see figure 1), although, from 2012, the 
figure has stabilized, with no significant changes over the past six years. The progress of 
creating equal access to education has been inadequate, and the consequences are millions of 
illiterate citizens, unemployment, and increased poverty. Sub-Saharan Africa is the region 
with the highest out-of-school rates for all ages, and southern Asia has the second-highest 
number. These two areas are dominated by poverty. The lack of money in individual 
households is keeping their children out of school and forcing them to undergo strenuous 
child labor in order to uphold the family economy. 

These staggering statistics are a result of continual inequality: the poor regions have a 
drastically lower chance of sending children to school, even though schools have become 
mandatory. Additionally, there have been gender disparities at regional levels and factors 
such as discrimination and horizontal inequalities are also damaging the prospective students. 

Factors such as war, internal conflicts and disadvantaged rural areas with narrow access to 
hospitals, nourishment, and clean water, restrict children from going to school.  

In addition to the high rate of out-of-school children, those who are in school have a 
diminished chance of getting through their education. Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest rate 
of exclusion, due to limited school resources and untrained teachers. The UIS estimates that 
more than 617 million children and adolescents, of primary and lower secondary school age, 
do not achieve minimum proficiency levels in reading and mathematics (UIS, 2017). This is 
significant to observe, as we see that not only does creating equal access to education 
strengthen the educational standards, but also creating high-quality schools worldwide.  

                                                             
1 One In five Children, Adolescents and youth is out of school. Unesco. PDF. 
 



  MUNTI 2019 

4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: One In five Children, Adolescents and youth is out of school. Unesco. PDF. 
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Background 
The background for the difficulties in creating a high-quality universal education is 
tremendous, as it is important to note that the establishment of education and the progress 
thereof is different from country to country, and the total number of children denied the 
access to education varies worldwide. The background for the educational difficulties can be, 
however, classified into a few main categories, which are the following: Health and poverty, 
culture and poor legal enforcement of education. The biggest barricade for education is the 
lack of good health and continual poverty. Poverty and education are inextricably linked 
because parents living in poverty do not have the external resources to provide for their 
children in school and live a healthy, stable life. Children are often forbidden by parents to go 
to school, so they can work, which leaves them without literacy and numeracy skills3. 
Regions which have been dominated by poverty over a longer period of time, have a much 
harder time to go out of the hardship, and those are the regions today, which have the highest 
numbers of out-of-school children, e.g. Africa and West and South Asia, have been suffering 
in this depraved cycle. 38% of African adults are illiterate4, which increases the risk of 

children also being illiterate. On top of that, the consequences of illiteracy have long-term 
effects in regards to unemployment, financial instability, lower-income jobs and a lack of 
development in local and regional areas.5 The lack of nourishment and good health care 
causes children from early preschool age to suffer from malnutrition. This is damaging and 
largely irreversible as it has consequences for the language as well as memory and motor 
skills.6  

This creates difficulty for children to continue in their lower- and higher secondary education, 
which creates a big gap in society. Some 63 million (24% of the total out of school children) 
are children of primary school age (6 to 11 years old). 61 million (23% of the total) are 
adolescents of lower secondary school age (12 to 14 years old), and 139 million (53% of the 
total) is a youth of higher secondary school age, (15 to 17 years old) (See figure 5 at page 7). 
The core of this gap problem between lower and higher secondary education is the lack of 

teachers and also poorly educated teachers. It is estimated that approximately 50 African 
children can be put into one classroom, with only the most fortunate kids having the 
necessary school equipment. Additionally, the teachers have a high absent percentage due to 
bad pay. This creates even a bigger struggle for children inside the school, thus creating 
                                                             
3 https://www.childfund.org/poverty-and-education/ 
4 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/dakar/education/literacy/ 
5 https://www.fondationalphabetisation.org/en/causes-of-illiteracy/consequences-of-illiteracy/ 
6 https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/too-little-access-not-enough-learning-africas-twin-deficit-in-education/ 
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exclusion. Those who are in school have a narrow chance of getting through their education. 
Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest rate of exclusion, with 21% of primary-school-age 
children denied the right to education, followed by Northern Africa and Western Asia with 
11%. The problem of wealth within the country and how the government chooses to fund and 
strengthen the schools is also a key factor. The inequality wealth produces is visibly shown 

through these facts and statistics (see figure 7). 

Another key factor in the lack of progress in education can be seen in the culture and the legal 
enforcement of education. Culture plays a major role in how many girls are sent to school, in 
Sub-Saharan Africa for every 100 boys of primary school age out of school there are 123 
girls denied the right to education, which is due to the girls being denied the access to 
education because of cultural and religious norms7. This is due to the way the regional 
societies view the women’s role in the country, and it creates heavy cultural expectations, that 
e.g. women have to work at home, take care of the children or do other necessities. This is 
significant, due to the fact that girls are denied the fundamental right to education only based 
on their gender. Correspondingly, it is the governments’ job to secure that girls have equal 
rights to educational access, but also secure that education is universal with a high school-life 
expectancy. Extending compulsory schooling laws has historically proven effective in high-
income countries, especially for disadvantaged individuals. An analysis of 12 European 
countries, including Belgium, Ireland, and Spain, showed that an increase in compulsory 
education by one year increased attainment by 0.4 years for females and 0.3 years for males 
at the bottom 10% in terms of ability. The impact of compulsory schooling laws on 
educational attainment remained significant for females across the ability scale (Brunello et 
al., 2009). In Turkey, the extension of compulsory schooling from five to eight years in 1997 
increased the number of years of schooling attained at age 17 by about 1.3 years for rural men 

and about 1.5 years for rural women. The policy reduced the urban-rural gap in completed 
years of schooling at age 17 by 0.5 years for men and 0.7 to 0.8 years for women8. (see figure 
15)  

                                                             
7 One In five Children, Adolescents and youth is out of school. UNESCO. PDF. 
8 http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002452/245238E.pdf 
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Main parties involved 
UNESCO: The UN’s Educational, Scientific & Cultural Organization is the leading party for 
stopping the inequality and educational exclusion worldwide. UNESCO also is the main 
organ in the 2030 Agenda of wiping out all poverty through sustainable development and the 
SDG4. 

UNICEF: The UN’s Children’s Fund is working together with other UN organs and partners 
to create education more accessible and focusing on enhancing children’s health and 
environment.  

Foreign Aids: Many countries worldwide are contributing financially to help the UN battle 
the educational crisis, countries such as; England, Ireland, Norway, Switzerland, Canada, 
Australia and also other few independent organizations and companies such as MasterCard 
and UNGEI.  

NGO’s: Many different Non-government such as the Vodafone Foundation, The Children 
Reach Out Program and the Africa Hope Fund are helping to uplift the economic instabilities 
in African and Asian countries, as well as reaching out for the poorest areas worldwide. For 
example, countries like Papa New Guinea, South Sudan & Mali are suffering terribly, and it 
is vital that they receive support in order to create growth in education. 

Previous attempts to solve the issue 
Sustainable Development Goal 4 is a part of the 17 total SDG’s set by the UN in 2015 to 
ensure a worldwide transformation for a brighter and better future. SDG 4 has the official 
goal of; Ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong learning 
opportunities for all9. It has seven outcome targets and three means of implementation. It is 
all under the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and they encourage and 
require partnership from governments, private sectors, civil societies and citizens alike. This 
attempt to solve the issue is still on-going until 2030, however, as stated earlier, the progress 
to ensure educational access and eradicating inequality has been set on standby.  

UNESCO also has developed a Convention Against Discrimination in Education10 which is 
the most crucial standard-setting instrument in the field of education. It is also recognized as 
the cornerstone of Education 2030 Agenda. This is developed with the goal of Right To 

                                                             
9 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg4 
10 https://en.unesco.org/themes/right-to-education/convention-against-discrimination 
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Education11. By creating a legal framework, UNESCO seeks to implement the right to 
education in every Member State and every international community. 

Numeral UN resolutions have been written about the topic of the right to education and 
strengthening the rights of the child in regard to the accessibility of education. One of which 
is the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005–2014)”12. 
More can be found at  un.org or look at “Sources” at the bottom. 

Possible solutions 
Creating legal enforcement in education which guarantees the right to education for all 
citizens. The government should address and fulfill the different demands from all areas, such 
as the poor students and those from disadvantaged rural areas. Each country has the 
responsibility for educating their children, and it is time to have every government establish a 
legal framework for high-quality universal education. The framework could consist of 
equipping teachers with all the necessary education and help in order to teach children, 
making more schools and better conditions in schools and the establishment of mandatory 
education lasting at least 7 years.13 

Private-sector funding and NGO’s are uplifting the heavy burden many countries have, not 
being able to distribute enough money to education, due to geographical disadvantages, war, 
and low GDP. Therefore, it is vital that international funding continues in developing 
countries, especially in conflict areas. However, it is also important that the respective 
countries battling with educational problems are not wholly dependent on out-of-state 
funding. A good alternative is foreign direct investment (FDI), which helps the countries 
stabilize their own economy by having partnerships with foreign companies. Thus, it is 
pivotal to not only create a solution based on fragile foreign investments. 

It is through education that the affected communities will be able to make a stable and 
inclusive economic development. It is vital to observe, that the solution to the global 
educational problems is not solved by any NGO or country alone, but only through attentive 
cooperation the solutions can be implemented and held. 

States, NGOs, and the multinational corporations should create awareness of the importance 
of education in creating a stable society, and how to tackle the problems. The UN has 
                                                             
11 https://en.unesco.org/themes/right-to-education 
12 http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco-liaison-office-in-new-york/areas-of-action/education/right-to-
education/ 
13http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/book2011/05_Dialogues%20at%20ECOSOC%202011_A_The%20Educati
on%20for%20All%20Agenda.pdf 
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introduced Global Citizenship Education14 serving as an education program to create 
awareness available worldwide. 

Recommended resources 

http://www.imuna.org/resources/country-profiles/ 

http://data.uis.unesco.org/ 

https://tellmaps.com/uis/oosc/#!/tellmap/-528275754 

https://www.education-inequalities.org/ 

https://en.unesco.org/gem-report/ 

http://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/education/index.html 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/docs/book2011/05_Dialogues%20at%20ECOSOC%202011_A
_The%20Education%20for%20All%20Agenda.pdf 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0026/002614/261445e.pdf 

http://www.un-documents.net/a56r116.htm  
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